9/29/10

We have had a ton of rain over the last 2 days which means a ton and 3/4 of mud.  The storm late 
Monday afternoon was the worst I have seen since the hurricane of Oct/08.  The wind was 
swirling on the boulevard and it was almost impossible to walk with the sand in your eyes.  I 
finally caught a leaky tap-tap and after it let me out on our road, I waited out the rest of the storm 
under a friend's roof.  I also found a hole walking there and was in a puddle up to my knees.  You 
could really feel the water rushing towards wherever it was going.  Someone small or feeble 
would not have been able to remain standing in it.  The other scary thing is there are much bigger holes than the one I found and the water was covering them.  It could have been much  worse.  As it was, my water-proof boots were soaked as was the rest of me.  But I dried out and 
nothing inside the backpack, which includes the laptop, got wet.  I'm very grateful for that.  

9/27/10

We were at the mountain church yesterday and 6 families have asked to be considered to be 
moved into our room.  We would ask you to pray with us as we consider who should be moved 
in.  Those families are:

1.  Linda David, age 30, with one 8 year old kid.
2.  Wislene Bruno, age 33, no kids.
3.  Rosel Addrevale, age 40, no kids.
4.  Guerline Pierre, age 25, one 5 year old kid.
5.  Serafen Soveniz, age 25, one 4 year old kid.

The 6th woman has 3 kids and we believe that is too many for one room.  Pray also that we are 
guided by God for the family we should put in the 2nd room in November.  

9/26/10

Whoa!  Almost a whole week without blogging?  What could I be doing here?

Well, much of it is the same.  While our routine may be different than yours, it's still a routine.  
Thankfully God is leading as we follow.  In fact we pray that each day.  

The only real major thing we are dealing with now is trying to get our young men to grow 
spiritually.  To me, that is the most difficult thing currently.  First Erick and now Tchooby and of 
course the others are about the same.  Their focus is mainly on material stuff and it seriously 
tries my patience.  However, when I reflect on it, I was no Francis of Assisi when I was 16 or 18 or 
21 or now at 55.  Just ask my mom!  So while they have a long way to grow, I do too.  Special 
thanks to Peggy in St. Louis and Susan in Nashville for helping me with this.  As always, please 
keep us in your prayers.

Speaking of us, us got bigger this past week.  Cesar William, pictured to you left and a member 
of the Petite Anse Church of Christ, got evicted by his adopted dad and my longtime friend, 
Pierre Michel.  Pierre just retired from orphanage after many years of good service as the front 
gate man and greeter.  His retirement is under less than happy circumstances (none of which I 
will go into because I probably know less than half of the truth).  So now Pierre and his wife have 
moved away and someone else is occupying their home in Petite Anse.  Cesar had lived with 
Pierre and his wife for many years so this has to hurt.  Please keep him in your prayers.

9/20/10

Thankfully we made it back up to the mountain church yesterday.  We made our announcement 
that we will take one lady with 2 or less kids in October.  I asked them to pray about it and think 
about it and those that want to come live in one of the rooms will tell me Sunday.  We ask for 
your prayers too that we choose whom God wants us to choose.  Also we updated the Home 
Page to add another soul who from the mountain church.

9/17/10

I went to Cahesse yesterday.  Seriously - I went there - with Aland.  

After we got back we got back from Cahesse (I really and truly went there, I'm not making it up!) 
and I was walking home, I saw Erick at his summer job as a taxi-moto driver.  A 16 year old with a 
motorcycle and no license!!  No, not a good recipe for success, but this is a different culture and 
since he is doing something, I'm going to let him continue.  No one here would understand if I 
said no.  

Good news!  We have agreed in principle with our landlord to rent the other half of the duplex for 
the exact same price ($400US/year) that we are paying and that our old neighbors paid.  
Tchooby is a good negotiator.  That paves the way to add a family sometime in early October.  
We are excited about what God is doing and we can't wait to see what else he will do!  By the 
way, speaking of our old neighbor, Benedict the Baptist preacher, we saw him yesterday in 
Cahesse.  No kidding!

9/15/10

More good things with Wilgemps today.  One of the families we are helping, Liline a widow with 4 
kids including an infant, came to us today for help with medicine for the baby.  You could tell just 
by looking at her that she was hungry.  She happened to come during breakfast, and I went to 
our back room where the guys were eating and asked for a little from each plate to help her.  
Without a second thought, Wilgemps just sat his plate down and gave her what he hadn't 
finished, which was about a half plate.  Tchooby chipped in too.

But the important thing is that in the moment of truth, I didn't have to beg, cajole, or whine.  He 
just sat his plate down and gave it to me to give to her without thinking.  That is the heart of 
Jesus.

By the way, I broke down and bought a phone today.  The # is 509-3-892-0317.  It could be 
expensive to call depending on who or what you have for phone service/longdistance, so be 
careful.  

9/13/10

Didn't make it to the Mountain Church yesterday.  Rain was threatening and it was getting dark 
so I chickened out.  Shouldn't have done that because we didn't get any rain to speak of.  

We are very proud of Wilgemps.  He is the 21 year old ex-homeless dude that lives with us.  We 
gave him $1000H (about $133US) to start a small business.  We sent Tchooby with him to 
Dajabon in the DR about 3 weeks ago to buy stuff to resell here in Haiti.  After legit expenses, he 
ended up with a $117H gross profit.  We are very pleased.  Today, he, Tchooby, and Erick are on 
their way back.  They are going to help Wilgemps buy stuff and also do an exploratory search for 
me.  There's no reason I can't go into business too, employing Wilgemps as he sells his own 
stuff.  

We are hearing more that our neighbors are moving at the end of the month.  Again, this can be a 
perfect opportunity for us to expand Jesus Country to include our first and maybe second 
homeless family.  Please pray for God's will to be realized in this.

9/11/10

On this anniversary of one of the worsts disaster in US history, let's remember to pray for all 
families involved in the tragedy and to pray for Muslims as well, that they can come to the 
knowledge of the Truth of Jesus Christ.

Matthew 5:43-48.  You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor’ and ‘hate your enemy.   
But I say to you, love your enemy and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be like 
your Father in heaven, since he causes the sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain 
on the righteous and the unrighteous.  For if you love those who love you, what reward do you 
have? Even the tax collectors do the same, don’t they?  And if you only greet your brothers, 
what more do you do? Even the Gentiles do the same, don’t they?  So then, be perfect, as your 
heavenly Father is perfect.  If that is hard for us, then we need to pray and ask our Father for his 
help.  Because loving and praying for our enemies is not optional for Jesus' disciples.  

9/9/10

Finally got to meet Junior's mom Eliam today (see Aug 30 and Sept 3 entries).  Pic to your left.  
She seems like a very nice lady and was grateful that we are able to help her son.  I told her in 
front of Junior that our intention is to keep Junior in school at least through the 6th grade so that 
he can read and write Kreyol well and learn enough math to be functional.  She seemed satisfied 
with that as did Junior.  He may not be satisfied with it in 3 years but as long as we keep 
reinforcing that those are our plans, he will get the message.

9/8/10

God may be giving us a window of opportunity that we have been praying for.  If you recall, we 
live in a duplex with a total of 4 rooms, a shared well and toilet.  Each family pays $400/year for 2 
of the 4 rooms.  Our neighbor is talking about moving.  If this were to happen, we would be able 
to rent the other 2 rooms and have the entire place for Jesus Country.  Right now, the plan 
would be to move 2 of the homeless families from the Mountain Church in, one to each room.  
We would have to select small families with small kids to start.  

Because I have all men in my home, we couldn't have any older teenage girls.  That would just 
create more problems.  And I'm also not trying to push my neighbors out.  I hope it doesn't 
sound like that.  They are nice people (he is a Baptist minister) and we never have problems with 
them.  But if they have made a decision to move, we would like to take advantage of it and get 
the other 2 rooms.  That way we could assist and monitor the progress we are making (or 
possibly not making) and take corrective action if needed fairly quickly.  We want to do this very 
slowly because we don't want to repeat the mistakes of the past or make new ones.  So again 
please pray for God's hand and guidance.

9/7/10

I went to see Tabitha this morning before going to the airport.  She had been given some stuff 
from the UN and she gave us some much needed school supplies.  You know have arrived when 
the natives are giving you stuff.

Also my 2 1/2 year old godson, Ti-bob, thinks he is ready for school.  Check him out on your left.  
Tabitha is his mom.

9/6/10

Please go to the Outside Kids Page and see our update dated today on Ewod, his mom, and his 
grandma.  This is what we are trying to do, all in small scale for the families God is giving us the 
privilege to help.

We went to the mountain church yesterday and there was a large crowd, well over 30 souls.  
Sometimes a Pentecostal type church meets there on the first roof, so because they weren't 
there, we met with the whole group.  No problem but of course that means that those we help 
weekly may have to do with a bit less.  We are not happy about that but not much we can do.  

The pic on your left of the baby girl has nothing to do with the next family that is featured at the 
bottom of the Home Page, it's just I can't resist taking a picture of a cute girl!  Oh yea, for all you 
laborers out there, Happy Labor Day!  The one who steals must steal no longer; rather he must 
labor, doing good with his own hands, so that he may have something to share with the one 
who has need.  Ephesians 4:28.

Also we got recorded pics and another story of one of the mountain families and have it towards 
the bottom of the Home Page.  Check it out!

9/5/10

Yesterday we took the kids out for an end of school vacation party.  School doesn't actually start 
until October 4, but I'm sending the visiting kids home today.  Seriously, I just don't have enough 
money to feed them for another 4 weeks.

As you can tell from the pics on the left, we went to the bakery and then to one of my favorite 
internet cafés, called Net Love, so the kids could play computer games for a couple of hours.  I 
had reservations about this because what we're trying to accomplish doesn't involve computer 
games, but I figured since they know it's there and they don't expect to go all the time, it won't 
hurt once.  Pray I'm right.

The kids had a great time and of course now I'm almost broke (just kidding).  There was a total of 
12 of us, including Jetro who is from the orphanage and James, Roro's kid.  

9/3/10

I've been a bit under the weather for a day and a half.  That's bad because I was supposed to go 
to Duty and help Joel with his Gospel meeting.  We will try again.  The topic was backsliding 
(Jeremiah 3:22).  I will keep the lesson for future use.

Junior (see 8/30 archived entry) keeps aging.  Now he is 17 and will turn 18 in November.  I 
wondered how all those years went by so fast and now I know.  At his rate he will be older than 
me by 2013.

Junior went up to Bahon in the mountains and saw his mom and his grandma and got his birth 
certificate for school.  I know he misses his family so we had a talk about how it could be better 
for him to go back up there and stay.  He said no, he wanted to stay with us.  He also said his 
mom had talked about that too and they both think it's better he stay with us.  He left Bahon with 
his older brother 2 years ago and his older brother kicked him out for reasons I'll probably never 
know.  So we are going to put him in school until he can read, write, and mathematicate (that's 
one of my new words) good enough to function in Haitian society.  After that, it's off to the salt 
mines.  By the way, his mom is supposed to come down Saturday so I should meet her this 
weekend.  I'm glad about that.

Speaking of kids, Erick is turning out to be a major project.  He goes sniffing after whites like a 
dog goes sniffing after...(well, you get the picture).  He seriously is trying to ingratiate himself 
with whomever he can so they will give him $.  His integrity always suffers when he tells his 
"story."  I strongly advise everyone not to succumb to his fables.  He has his rent and food paid 
for by me.  He failed 4th grade last year not because it's so difficult, but because he only came 
when he wanted and never did the work (Moise's words, not mine).  He's only 16 and has a lot of 
growing to do, but unless he changes, I see someone going off on a boat and possibly not 
returning.  Keep him in prayer and if he writes you, encourage him to follow the path God is 
giving him.

Got taken out to dinner this past Friday by Joseph Joel, CBT class of 2000 and preacher at Duty.  
He is really concerned about me and has asked repeatedly what he can do for me.  Since I 
missed my cheeseburgers, I suggested The Lakay.  

But more than that of course, was the chance to spend some leisurely time with a friend I have 
known for over 11 years.  I really enjoyed myself and I think he did too.  We are talking about 
doing this on a regular basis, but I surely don't want to bankrupt him.

The good news is that for now, I can borrow Tabitha's camera, the one given her by The 
Orphans Lifeline of Hope.  

We also saw Ramon at worship today and after.  He is doing great and is walking with just a 
slight limp.  We are so grateful that God is getting him and the family through all this.
